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APPARATUS FOR DRIVING A PLURALITY
OF SEGMENTS OF LED-BASED LIGHTING
UNITS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to LED-based
lighting apparatuses, and more particularly to an apparatus
for driving a plurality of LED-based lighting segments in an
LED-based lighting apparatus.

2. Description of Related Arts

Light emitting diodes (LEDs) are semiconductor-based
light sources often employed in low-power instrumentation
and appliance applications for indication purposes. The appli-
cation of LEDs in various lighting units has become more and
more popular. For example, high brightness LEDs have been
widely used for traffic lights, vehicle indicating lights, and
braking lights.

An LED has an I-V characteristic curve similar to an ordi-
nary diode. When the voltage applied to the LED is less than
a forward voltage, only very small current flows through the
LED. When the voltage exceeds the forward voltage, the
current increases sharply. The output luminous intensity of an
LED light is approximately proportional to the LED current
for most operating values of the LED current except for the
high current value. A typical driving device for an LED light
is designed to provide a constant current for stabilizing light
emitted from the LED and extending the life of the LED.

In order to increase the brightness of an LED light, a
number of LEDs are usually connected in series to form an
LED-based lighting unit and a number of LED-based lighting
units may further be connected in series to form a lighting
apparatus. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,777,891 discloses a
plurality of LED-based lighting units as a computer-control-
lable light string with each lighting unit forming an individu-
ally-controllable node of the light string.

The operating voltage required by each lighting unit typi-
cally is related to the forward voltage of the LEDs in each
lighting unit, how many LEDs are employed for each of the
lighting unit and how they are interconnected, and how the
respective lighting units are organized to receive power from
a power source. Accordingly, in many applications, some
type of voltage conversion device is required in order to
provide a generally lower operating voltage to one or more
LED-based lighting units from more commonly available
higher power supply voltages. The need of a voltage conver-
sion device reduces the efficiency, costs more and also makes
it difficult to miniaturize an LED-based lighting device.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,781,979 provides an apparatus for control-
ling series-connected LEDs. Two or more LEDs are con-
nected in series. A series current flows through the LEDs
when an operating voltage is applied. One or more control-
lable current paths are connected in parallel with at least an
LED for partially diverting the series current around the LED.
The apparatus permits the use of operating voltages such as
120V AC or 240V AC without requiring a voltage conversion
device. US Pat. Publication No. 2010/0308739 discloses a
plurality of LEDs coupled in series to form a plurality of
segments of LEDs and a plurality of switches coupled to the
plurality of segments of LEDs to switch a selected segment
into or out of a series LED current path in response to a control
signal.

As more and more LED-based lighting units are used in
high brightness lighting equipment, there is a strong need to
design methods and apparatus that can drive and connect the
LED-based lighting units intelligently and efficiently to
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2

increase the utilization of the LEDs and provide stable and
high brightness by using the readily available AC source from
a wall power unit. In addition, it is also highly desirable to
provide many different operating modes for the connected
LED-based lighting units so that the brightness can be con-
trolled properly according to different lighting requirements
or the variation of the voltage level of the AC source.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made to provide an appa-
ratus that can efficiently drive an LED-based lighting appa-
ratus to provide multiple operating modes according to the
voltage level of an input AC voltage source. In accordance
with the present invention, the LED-based lighting apparatus
is divided into a plurality of LED-based lighting segments
with each segment comprising a plurality of LED-based
lighting units. The plurality of LED-based lighting segments
are connected in series and the last segment is connected
through a current control device to ground.

A primary object of the present invention is to provide an
apparatus that can selectively turn on some or all the plurality
of LED-based lighting segments as the input voltage level
increases, and turn off some or all the LED-based lighting
segments as the input voltage level decreases so as to provide
multiple operating modes for the LED-based lighting appa-
ratus.

Accordingly, in a first preferred embodiment, the apparatus
of the present invention comprises a plurality of switch con-
trollers controlled by a switching voltage comparator unit.
Each switch controller is connected in parallel with one ofthe
plurality of LED-based lighting segments. The switching
voltage comparator unit sends a few common signals to the
plurality of switch controllers based on the voltage level of the
input voltage to reset the switch controllers, synchronize the
switching of the switch controllers and signal whether the
input voltage level is going up or down.

In the first preferred embodiment of the present invention,
in addition to receiving the common signals from the switch-
ing voltage comparator unit, each switch controller further
has an input for receiving an input propagation signal and an
output for sending out an output propagation signal.

A first propagation signal is generated from the switching
voltage comparator unit, sent to the first switch controller, and
propagated through the plurality of switch controllers to the
last switch controller so that the plurality of LED-based light-
ing segments can be selectively turned on as the voltage level
of'the input AC voltage increases and turned off as the voltage
level of the input AC voltage reaches a maximum level and
decreases.

In a second preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the apparatus of the present invention also comprises a plu-
rality of switch controllers controlled by a switching voltage
comparator unit. Each LED-based lighting segment has a
positive end connected in series with a negative end of a
preceding segment. Each switch controller is connected
between the positive end of one of the plurality of LED-based
lighting segments and one end of the current control device.

In the second preferred embodiment, each switch control-
ler also receives the common signals from the switching
voltage comparator unit similar to the first embodiment.
However, each switch controller sends an output propagation
signal to both preceding and following switch controllers and
has two inputs for receiving an input propagation signal sent
from the preceding switch controller and an input propaga-
tion signal sent from the following switch controller.
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Similar to the first embodiment, a first propagation signal is
generated from the switching voltage comparator unit, sent to
the first switch controller, and propagated through the plural-
ity of switch controllers to the last switch controller. In addi-
tion, a last propagation signal is generated from the switching
voltage comparator unit, sent to the last switch controller, and
propagated backward through the plurality of switch control-
lers to the first switch controller.

In the second preferred embodiment, the plurality of LED-
based lighting segments can also be turned on sequentially as
the voltage level of the input AC voltage increases and turned
off sequentially as the voltage level of the input AC voltage
reaches the maximum level and decreases.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be apparent to those skilled in
the art by reading the following detailed description of pre-
ferred embodiments thereof, with reference to the attached
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows the voltage levels of input voltage V,, for
operating an LED-based lighting apparatus in M different
operation modes using a rectified AC voltage source accord-
ing to the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows the block diagram of the apparatus for driving
aplurality of segments of LED-based lighting units according
to a first preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates the waveforms of the common signals
with respect to the input voltage V ,,,according to the present
invention;

FIG. 4 shows an exemplary circuit for the switch controller
according to the first preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary circuit for the switching volt-
age comparator unit according to the first preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 shows an LED-based lighting apparatus with four
LED-based lighting segments controlled by the first preferred
embodiment according to the present invention;

FIG. 7 shows the block diagram of the apparatus for driving
aplurality of segments of LED-based lighting units according
to a second preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary circuit for the switch controller
according to the second preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 9 shows an exemplary circuit for the switching volt-
age comparator unit according to the second preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 shows an LED-based lighting apparatus with four
LED-based lighting segments controlled by the second pre-
ferred embodiment according to the present invention;

FIG. 11 shows another exemplary circuit for the switching
voltage comparator unit according to the second preferred
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 12 shows the detailed circuit of the mode differential
voltage comparator in the switching voltage comparator unit
shown in FIG. 11.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The accompanying drawings are included to provide a
further understanding of the invention, and are incorporated
in and constitute a part of this specification. The drawing
illustrates embodiments of the invention and, together with
the description, serves to explain the principles of the inven-
tion.
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As mentioned above, in order to increase the brightness of
an LED-based lighting apparatus, a number of LED lighting
units each having one or more LEDs are usually connected in
series to generate more luminous intensity. It is desirable to
provide the LED-based lighting apparatus with multiple
lighting modes for working with a rectified AC as the input
voltage source. A straightforward approach is using a switch-
ing device for each LED-based lighting unit so that the LED-
based lighting unit can be bypassed or serially connected.
However, this approach is not practical because it requires
very high hardware cost.

According to the present invention, a novel apparatus is
provided for controlling the LED-based lighting apparatus
segment by segment. The novel method divides the LED-
based lighting units into a plurality of segments. Each seg-
ment forms an LED-based lighting segment comprising one
ormore LED-based lighting units connected in series. In each
lighting mode, a number of LED-based lighting segments can
beturned on and connected in series and some other segments
bypassed. For simplicity, the following description assumes
that each LED-based lighting unit has only one LED.

FIG. 1 shows the voltage levels of the input voltage V ,, for
operating an LED-based lighting apparatus in M different
operation modes according to the present invention. V,; is a
rectified AC voltage and each mode has a different number of
LED-based lighting units connected in series. As shown in
FIG. 1, the LED-based lighting apparatus operates in Mode-i
between time T, and T,,, as the voltage level of the input
voltageV , increases between 'V, and V, , ;. As the rectified AC
voltage reaches the maximum level, i.e., V;, .., the voltage
level starts decreasing. The LED-based lighting apparatus
operates in Mode-M while the voltage level is between V,,
and Vi, ..., and switches to operate in Mode-i when the
voltage drops between V, and V,, ;. The difference between
voltage V, and Vv, is the mode differential voltage V,,, ;. »

FIG. 2 shows the block diagram of the apparatus for driving
aplurality of segments of LED-based lighting units according
to a first preferred embodiment of the present invention. In the
embodiment, the LED-based lighting apparatus comprises a
plurality of LED-based lighting segments 101, 102, ..., 10N
connected in series with a current control device 401 between
the input voltage V,, and ground. Each LED-based lighting
segment has a positive end and a negative end. A switch
controller is connected in parallel with each LED-based light-
ing segment between the positive end and the negative end,
and a switching voltage comparator unit 301 controls the
plurality of switch controllers 201, 202, . . ., 20N.

The switching voltage comparator unit 301 is responsible
for comparing the switching voltage of each operating mode
according to the input voltage V. The switching voltage
comparator unit 301 sends a few common signals including
reset, up/down and sync signals to each switch controller. The
reset signal resets all the switch controllers 201,202, ..., 20N
to their initial states. Up/down signal indicates the rising or
falling of the input voltage V.. Sync signal is a signal for
synchronizing the switching of the switch controllers 201,
202, . . ., 20N. FIG. 3 illustrates the waveforms of the
common signals with respect to the input voltage V,, which is
a rectified AC voltage.

According to the present invention, each switch controller
receives an input propagation signal and sends out an output
propagation signal to the next switch controller as shown in
FIG. 2. As can be seen in FIG. 2, the first switch controller 201
connected in parallel with the first LED-based lighting seg-
ment 101 receives a first propagation signal 3011 from the
switching voltage comparator unit 301. The propagation sig-
nal 2011 is propagated from switch controller 201 to switch
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controller 202 which again propagates the propagation signal
2021 to the next switch controller. In some applications, there
may be no need to control the first LED-based lighting seg-
ment 101 on the top. In that case, the switching voltage
comparator unit 301 sends the first propagation signal 3011 to
the switch controller 202 connected in parallel with the sec-
ond LED-based lighting segment 102.

It should be noted that in the present invention, each of the
switch controllers 201, 202, . . . , 20N is controlled by the
switching voltage comparator unit 301 to either put the cor-
responding LED-based lighting segment connected in series
with other LED-based lighting segments or short-circuit the
corresponding [LED-based lighting segment so that it is
bypassed. Each LED-based lighting segment may have dif-
ferent number of LED-based lighting units. The switch con-
trollers 201, 202, . . . , 20N may not be all identical. In
addition, current control device 401 shown in FIG. 1 as a
current limiting device may be replaced by a resistor 501.

As shown in FIG. 1, the LED-based lighting apparatus of
the present invention operates in Mode-i between time T, and
T,,, as the voltage level of the input voltage V,, increases
between V, and V,,,. According to the first embodiment
shown in FIG. 2, switch controllers 201, 202, . . ., 20N can be
controlled by the switching voltage comparator unit 301 to
selectively turn on the LED-based lighting units of one or
more segments in [LED-based lighting segments 101,
102, ..., 10N.

As an example, during the period between time T, and T,
switch controller 201 may be controlled by the switching
voltage comparator unit 301 to turn on the LED-based light-
ing units in LED-based lighting segment 101 with all the
other segments turned oft, and switch controller 202 may be
controlled to turn on the LED-based lighting segment 102
during the period between time T, and T; with all the other
segments turned off. When the input voltage reaches the value
between V,, and V., all the switch controllers 201,
202, ...,20N may be controlled to turn on all the LED-based
lighting segments 101, 102, .. . , 10N . . ..

FIG. 4 shows an exemplary circuit for the switch controller
201, 202, . . ., 20N according to the first preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention. The switch controller com-
prises a switching device 2001 connected in parallel with its
corresponding LED-based lighting segment. The switch con-
troller receives an input propagation signal P, from the pre-
ceding switch controller and sends an output propagation
signal P, , to the following switch controller. The sync, reset
and up/down common signals are sent from the switching
voltage comparator unit 301 to the switch controller for the
logic circuit in the switch controller to generate the output
propagation signal P, ,. A switch control signal is also gen-
erated to open or short circuit the switching device 2001.

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary circuit for the switching volt-
age comparator unit 301 according to the first preferred
embodiment of the present invention. The switching voltage
comparator unit 301 comprises a plurality of voltage com-
parators 3001. According to the voltage level of the input
voltage V;,, the circuit in the switching voltage comparator
unit 301 generates the first propagation signal and the sync,
rest and up/down common signals shown in FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 shows an LED-based lighting apparatus with four
LED-based lighting segments controlled by the first preferred
embodiment according to the present invention. The LED-
based lighting segment 600 on the top comprises one LED-
based lighting unit and is not controlled by a switch control-
ler. There are one, two and four LED-based lighting units
respectively in the other three LED-based lighting segments
601-603 connected in parallel with three switch controllers

20

25

40

45

6

201-203. Each LED-based lighting unit is shown to include
only one LED. The switching voltage comparator unit 301
sends sync, reset and up/down common signals to each switch
controller. The switching voltage comparator unit 301 also
sends the first propagation signal to switch controller 201 that
then sends an output propagation signal to switch controller
202 that further sends an output propagation signal to switch
controller 203.

According to the present invention, the design of the switch
controllers determines how some or all of the LED-based
lighting segments are turned on or off in different operating
modes. With the controller illustrated in FIG. 4, the LED-
based lighting apparatus shown in FIG. 6 can be controlled to
operate in different modes so that one to eight LEDs can be
turned on.

By using the switch controller shown in FIG. 4, the three
switch controllers 201-203 in the LED-based lighting appa-
ratus of FIG. 6 form a 3-bit up/down counter to control the
switching device 2001 in each switch controller. The propa-
gation signal sent from switching voltage comparator unit
301 controls the up/down counting of the 3-bit counter. When
the switch controllers 201-203 are reset, only the LED in
segment 600 is turned on because the switching devices 2001
in all the switch controllers 201-203 are shorted.

As the input voltage V,, increases and the propagation
signal propagates through the switch controllers 201-203, the
3-bit counter formed by switch controllers 201-203 outputs
011, 101, 001, 110, 010, 100, and 000 in Mode-1, Mode-2,
Mode-3, . . ., and Mode-7 to provide different operating
modes for the LED-based lighting apparatus to turn on dif-
ferent number of LEDs. For example, in Mode-3, the bits of
switch controllers 201 and 202 are 0 because the 3-bit counter
value is 001. Therefore, the LEDs in the associated segments
601 and 602 are turned on in addition to the LED in segment
600.

FIG. 7 shows the block diagram of the apparatus for driving
aplurality of segments of LED-based lighting units according
to a second preferred embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, the LED-based lighting apparatus also
comprises a plurality of LED-based lighting segments 101,
102, 103, 10N, connected in series with a current control
device 401 between an input voltage V,, and ground. Each
LED-based lighting segment has a corresponding switch con-
troller that is connected from a positive end of the LED-based
lighting segment to a first end of the current control device
401, and a switching voltage comparator unit 901 controls the
plurality of switch controllers 801, 802, . . ., 8ON.

As can be seen from FIG. 7, a switch controller in this
embodiment is connected in parallel with all the LED-based
lighting segments below the positive end of the correspond-
ing LED-based lighting segment. For example, switch con-
troller 801 is connected in parallel with the LED-based light-
ing segments 101-10N, switch controller 802 is connected in
parallel with the LED-based lighting segments 102-10N,
switch controller 803 is connected in parallel with the LED-
based lighting segments 103-10N, . . ., and so on.

Similar to the first embodiment of the present invention, the
switching voltage comparator unit 901 is responsible for
comparing the switching voltage of each operating mode
according to the input voltage V. The switching voltage
comparator unit 901 sends a few common signals including
reset, up/down and sync signals to each switch controller. The
reset signal resets all the switch controllers 801, 802, ..., 80N
to their initial states. Up/down signal indicates the rising or
falling of the input voltage V.. Sync signal is a signal for
synchronizing the switching of the switch controllers 801,
802, ..., 80N.
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According to the second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, each switch controller sends an output propagation sig-
nal to both its preceding and following switch controllers if
they exist as shown in FIG. 7. Each switch controller also
receives the output propagation signals sent from the preced-
ing and following switch controllers if they are available. For
example, switch controller 802 sends output propagation sig-
nal 8021 to both switch controller 801 and switch controller
803, and receives output propagation signal 8011 from switch
controller 801 and output propagations signal 8031 from
switch controller 803.

As can be seen in FIG. 7, the first switch controller 801
receives a first propagation signal 9011 from the switching
voltage comparator unit 901 instead of a propagation signal
from a preceding switch controller. In this embodiment, the
last switch controller 80N receives a last propagation signal
9012 from the switching voltage comparator unit 901 instead
of a propagation signal from a following switch controller.

As mentioned before, in some applications, there may be
no need to control the first LED-based lighting segment 101
on the top. Under the circumstance, the switching voltage
comparator unit 901 sends the first propagation signal 9011 to
the switch controller 802 if switch controller 801 does not
exist. In addition, each LED-based lighting segment may
have different number of LED-based lighting units. Each of
the switch controllers 801, 802, . . ., 80N may not be identical
to the other switch controllers.

It should be noted that in the second preferred embodiment
of the present invention, each of the switch controllers 801,
802, . . ., 80N is controlled by the switching voltage com-
parator unit 901 to either turn on the corresponding LED-
based lighting segments or short-circuit the corresponding
LED-based lighting segments so that they are bypassed. For
example, if switch controller 801 is controlled to be a short
circuit, all the LED-based lighting segments are bypassed,
and if switch controller 802 is controlled to be a short circuit,
all the LED-based lighting segments except the first LED-
based lighting segment 101 are bypassed, . . ., and so on.

The operation in the second embodiment of the present
invention also operates in Mode-i between time T, and T, ; as
the voltage level of the input voltage V , increases between V,
andV,, ; asshown in FIG. 1. According to the second embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 7, during the period between time T, and
T,, only switch controller 801 is controlled by the switching
voltage comparator unit 901 to turn on the LED-based light-
ing units in LED-based lighting segment 101 and all the other
LED-based lighting segments 102, 103, . . ., 10N are short-
circuited by their corresponding switch controllers 802,
803, ..., 80N.

During the period between time T, and T;, both switch
controllers 801 and 802 are controlled by the switching volt-
age comparator unit 901 to turn on the LED-based lighting
units in LED-based lighting segments 101, 102 and the other
LED-based lighting segments 103, . . ., 10N are short-cir-
cuited by their corresponding switch controllers 803, . . .,
80N.

Similar to the first embodiment, the LED-based lighting
segments as shown in FIG. 7 are turned on sequentially from
segment 101, segment 102, . . . , to segment 10N when the
voltage level of the input voltage V,, increases from 0 to the
maximum voltage level V... When the voltage level of
the input voltage V,, reaches the maximum level and starts
decreasing, the LED-based lighting segments are turned off
sequentially.

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary circuit for the switch controller
801, 802, ..., 80N. The switch controller comprises a switch-
ing device 8001 connected in parallel with its corresponding
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LED-based lighting segments. The switch controller receives
afirst input propagation signal P1,, from the preceding switch
controller and a second input propagation signal P2,,, from the
following switch controller, and sends an output propagation
signal P_,, to both preceding and following switch control-
lers. The sync, reset and up/down common signals are sent
from the switching voltage comparator unit 901 to the switch
controller for the logic circuit in the switch controller to
generate the output propagation signal P_ . A switch control
signal is also generated to open or short circuit the switching
device 8001.

FIG. 9 shows an exemplary circuit for the switching volt-
age comparator unit 901 of the second embodiment according
to the present invention. The switching voltage comparator
unit 901 comprises a plurality of voltage comparators 9001.
According to the voltage level of the input voltage V,,, the
circuit in the switching voltage comparator unit 901 generates
the sync, rest and up/down common signals. In addition, the
first and last propagation signals 9011, 9012 are also gener-
ated from the switching voltage comparator unit 901 for the
first and last switch controller 801, 80N shown in FIG. 7.

FIG. 10 shows an LED-based lighting apparatus with four
LED-based lighting segments controlled by the second pre-
ferred embodiment according to the present invention. The
LED-based lighting segment 100 on the top is not controlled
by a switch controller. Three switch controllers 801-803 are
respectively connected between the positive ends of the other
three LED-based lighting segments 101-103 and the first end
of the current control device 401.

The switching voltage comparator unit 901 sends sync,
reset and up/down common signals to each switch controller.
The switching voltage comparator unit 901 further sends the
first propagation signal 9011 to switch controller 801 and the
last propagation signal 9012 to switch controller 803. Switch
controller 801 sends a propagation signal 8011 to switch
controller 802 that sends a propagation signal 8021 to both
switch controller 801 and switch controller 803. Switch con-
troller 803 also sends a propagation signal 8031 to switch
controller 802.

In accordance with the second embodiment of the present
invention, the switching voltage comparator unit 901 can also
be realized by the exemplary circuit shown in FIG. 11. In this
circuit, the switching voltage comparator unit 901 comprises
a mode differential voltage comparator 9002 in addition to
two voltage comparators 9001. The mode differential voltage
comparator 9002 is used to generate the sync signal from the
common signals reset and up/down as shown in FIG. 12
instead of deriving the sync signal from the output of a plu-
rality of voltage comparators 9001 as shown in FIG. 9.

FIG. 12 shows the detailed circuit of the mode differential
voltage comparator 9002 of FIG. 11. In addition to the com-
mon signals reset and up/down, a voltage level V,=a*V,,
derived from the input voltage V,, serves as the input to the
mode differential voltage comparator 9002, where a is a scal-
ing factor less than 1.

According to the present invention, the LEDs in the LED-
based lighting unit refer to all types of light emitting diodes
such as semi-conductor and organic light emitting diodes that
may emit light at various frequency spectrums. The apparatus
may comprise any number of LED-based lighting units and
each LED-based lighting unit may comprise any number of
LED devices according to the requirements in the specific
application of the apparatus.

The exemplary circuits shown for the switch controllers
and the switching voltage comparator unit are given to
explain the principles of the present invention. Both switch
controllers and switching voltage comparator unit can be
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designed with other equivalent circuits that can achieve the
same functions. The switching device in the switch controller
refers generally to a switching device with appropriate con-
trolling mechanism for opening or closing the connection or
a circuit. The switching device may be mechanical or electri-
cal, or a semiconductor switch implemented with integrated
circuits.

In summary, the present invention provides an apparatus
for driving an LED-based lighting apparatus by dividing a
plurality of LED-based lighting units into a plurality of LED-
based lighting segments controlled by a plurality of switch
controller. Multiple operation modes for the lighting appara-
tus are achieved by using a switching voltage comparator unit
to send a few common signals to each switch controller and
generate one or two propagation signals that through the
switch controllers to either short-circuit or turn on the corre-
sponding [LED-based lighting segment.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to the preferred embodiments thereof, it is apparent
to those skilled in the art that a variety of modifications and
changes may be made without departing from the scope of the
present invention which is intended to be defined by the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for driving a plurality of LED-based light-
ing units, comprising:

a plurality of LED-based lighting segments connected in

series, each of said LED-based lighting segments having
a positive end and a negative end, and including at least
one LED-based lighting unit connected in series;

an input voltage supply coupled to the positive end of a first
segment of said LED-based lighting segments;

a current control device having a first end connected to the
negative end of a last segment of said LED-based light-
ing segments and a second end connected to ground;

a plurality of switch controllers, each of said switch con-
trollers being connected in parallel with one correspond-
ing segment of said LED-based lighting segments, each
of'said switch controllers receiving an input propagation
signal and generating an output propagation signal;

a switching voltage comparator unit receiving said input
voltage supply, generating and sending a plurality of
common signals to each of said plurality of switch con-
trollers, and generating a first propagation signal as the
input propagation signal of a first switch controller of
said plurality of switch controllers;

wherein the input propagation signal of each switch con-
troller except for the first switch controller is the output
propagation signal of an immediately preceding switch
controller, each switch controller includes a switching
device for short-circuiting the corresponding LED-
based lighting segment, said switching device is con-
trolled according to the input propagation signal of the
switch controller, and the output propagation signal of
each switch controller is derived from the input propa-
gation signal of the switch controller and said common
signals.
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2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said each
switch controller comprises one bit of a multi-bit counter
formed by said plurality of switch controllers to control said
switching device according to said input propagation signal
of the switch controller.

3. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said com-
mon signals includes a reset signal for resetting said switch
controllers, a sync signal for synchronizing switching of said
switch controllers, and an up/down signal for signaling
whether said input voltage supply has an increasing or
decreasing voltage level.

4. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
switching voltage comparator unit comprises a plurality of
voltage comparators for generating said common signals and
said first propagation signal based on a voltage level of said
input voltage supply.

5. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least one
segment of said LED-based lighting segments is not con-
nected in parallel with a switch controller.

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least one
segment of said LED-based lighting segments has a different
number of LED-based lighting units.

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least one
of said switch controllers has a circuit different from other
switch controllers.

8. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said cur-
rent control device is a current limiting device.

9. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said cur-
rent control device is a resistor.

10. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
plurality of LED-based lighting segments comprise a first
segment, a second segment, a third segment, and a fourth
segment, and said plurality of switch controllers comprise
three switch controllers respectively connected in parallel
with said second, third and fourth segments.

11. The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein said
plurality of switch controllers form a 3-bit counter with each
switch controller comprising a single bit of said 3-bit counter,
and each switch controller has a switching device controlled
by the corresponding single bit to either short-circuit the
corresponding segment in said plurality of LED-based light-
ing segments or connect the corresponding segment in series
with other segments.

12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein said first
segment comprises one LED-based lighting unit, said second
segment comprises one LED-based lighting unit, said third
segment comprises two LED-based lighting units, and said
fourth segment comprises four LED-based lighting units.

13. The apparatus as claimed in claim 12, wherein said
plurality of switch controllers are controlled by said switch-
ing voltage comparator unit to provide multiple operating
modes for turning on one to eight LED-based lighting units in
said apparatus.



